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Navigate Collection Advisory: Takatu Lodge & Vineyard 

Takatu Lodge and Vineyard - Unique, Inspired and Beautifully Designed.
Matakana, New Zealand (September 2008). 

Navigate Oceania are proud to announce today that the 5-star Qualmark rated Takatu Lodge and Vineyard in Matakana, a premium wine growing area less than an hour north of Auckland, has become the newest addition to their award winning New Zealand collection. 

For the last 25-years, Takatu’s owner, John Forsman visited and researched vineyards and accompanied by his wife Heather stayed in luxury accommodation the world over, gaining a firsthand knowledge of the creativity and design that made world-renown luxury lodges rise above all others. After 5-years of looking for the perfect location in immediate wine growing areas close to Auckland, John & Heather spotted 15-acres of land situated just 3km from Matakana at the entrance to the beautiful Takatu Peninsula, a spit of land which is surrounded by the Pacific Ocean, he knew the location for a vineyard and Takatu Lodge was the perfect setting.
The name TAKATU translates from Maori as "Well-Prepared" and this aptly defines the owners, Heather and John Forsman’s approach to greeting guests and to growing wine. The couple is renowned for their commitment to producing wine of absolute quality, influenced by principles using sustainable viticulture practices.

When the lodge was first conceived, similar principles were applied to the style and character of the building’s design. Architect, Steve McCracken introduced a sense of balance and proportion using natural products and materials that blended with the Matakana landscape. There was never any compromise in quality, comfort or excellence. The lodge opened three years ago and is considered contemporary in design, yet encompasses an environmental blueprint for the future. 
It’s no wonder that Takatu Lodge, which supports a range of local up and coming young artists such as Virginia Leonard and Jodi Hope-Gibbons, ended up being one of only three New Zealand lodges alongside Huka Lodge and Wharekea Lodge in Wanaka, featured in Travel + Leisure’s 2008 World’s Greatest Hotel’s & Spas coffee table book.

The centerpiece making Takatu Lodge so special is the three-sided walls of glass that allow all day sun and capture the sweeping views of the surrounding vineyard, mountain ranges and sea beyond - inside and outside fusing seamlessly as one. It’s that attention to detail and anticipating the individual needs of guests that make this an outstanding lodge and place to stay.

The owners offer a unique experience and opportunity to stay on a working vineyard where guests may enjoy the highest standards of elegance and comfort. High vaulted wooden ceilings are made from macrocarpa floorboards and hand-cut stone were continued throughout the lodge to compliment the surroundings. Open log fires inside and out, a cosy stress-free library and outside landscaped rooms are a few of the many architectural features. 
Heather, the motivating force behind the setting up of the lodge, has a diverse background in teaching and marketing, and as such brings a wealth of experience and energy into the everyday running of Takatu Lodge, where the focus is on providing the finest service and a memorable experience for all their guests. “We like our guests to feel part of the community when they stay with us,” commented Heather.
The couple’s food emphasis is to source locally produced ingredients from the Matakana Farmer’s Market. Heather remarked, “We have a slow food approach to our dishes, taken from our slow town approach to life.”  They also serve their own olives, and a variety of herbs, fruits and fresh vegetables in season; figs, tomatoes, limes, plums, nectarines, as well as home-made produce such as marmalade, muesli and pate, whilst a selection of breads are baked by local artisans. Delicious breakfasts, wine tastings and a 3-course dinner are served in the glass-walled main room – a strikingly tranquil setting, or breakfast can be taken in the privacy of the guests own suite.   
The lodge has four very romantic and private luxury suites, each to some extent offering a unique outlook and perspective and all appointed with super king-sized beds. From the rural outlook of a horse farm to sweeping vineyard views, glass once again features heavily with an open simplicity that allows the outdoors to be a part of the inner lodge. The open shower room is tiled in Italian marble and conveniently has no door; even when bathing you can almost touch the vines.
John’s firsthand wine knowledge has greatly influenced the setting up Takatu Vineyard, and has helped to fulfill his long time passion and enthusiasm to create his own wine. The Takatu Bordeaux blend of merlot, cabernet franc and malbec was presented with 5-stars by renowned wine critic Michael Cooper, as well as 5-Stars from Winestate Australia magazine, and is now exported to some of the UK’s finest restaurants, and is also available in over 60 New Zealand restaurants too. Their dry-style Takatu pinot gris is also distributed throughout NZ & exported to UK & Sydney. It received 4½-Stars from Michael Cooper & Winestate Australia Magazine. 

Heather and John look forward to sharing the privacy of their peaceful surroundings, their hospitality and love of excellent food and fine wine.
Editors Notes:
· Located less than one hour from downtown Auckland, Takatu Lodge and Vineyard is easily accessible by car or private helicopter. Overlooking the Hauraki Gulf with views across to Little Barrier and Great Barrier Islands, this is an ideal romantic getaway destination in the heart of the Matakana wine growing region of the North Island of New Zealand. 2008/2009 rates for Takatu Lodge are NZ $540.00 including GST per couple per night
· Domestic and international marketing and promotions of Takatu Lodge and Vineyard is managed by Navigate Oceania. For more information or for graphics, contact Karine Thomas on +64 9 307 3633, or email karine@navigateoceania.com.  

· Takatu Lodge and Vineyard is a member of Navigate Oceania, a new collection of 28 inspired destinations and unique experiences from New Zealand and Fiji’s finest boutique hotels and luxury lodges, an exclusive private island, villas, spa destinations, a luxury expedition-style cruise, and a private motor yacht. Our members are:            New Zealand: Cavalli Island Retreat and Spa, Cavalli Islands; Paihia Beach Resort and Spa, Bay of Islands; Bay of Island Lodge, Bay of Islands; Oceanic Discoverer; Mission Hills, Bay of Islands; Waipoua Lodge, Waipoua Forest; Takatu Lodge & Vineyard, Matakana; The Boatshed, Waiheke Island; Stafford Villa, Auckland; Cotter House, Auckland; Seafields, Whitford; Hamurana Country Estate, Rotorua; Kawaha Point Lodge, Rotorua; Treetops Lodge & Wilderness Estate, Rotorua; Chalet Eiger, Lake Taupo; Greenhill the Lodge, Hawke’s Bay; The Millar Road Family, Hawke’s Bay; Wharekauhau Country Estate, Martinborough; The Bolton Hotel, Wellington; Ohtel, Wellington; Claremont Country Estate, Canterbury; Huntley House, Christchurch; Elm Tree House, Christchurch; Wapiti Park Homestead, West Coast;  Fiji: Navutu Stars Resort, Yasawas; Royal Davui Island, Beqa Lagoon. For more information on our experiences, visit www.navigateoceania.com. 

