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Oceanic Discoverer Announces 08/09 New Zealand Expedition Cruise Lecturers
Pacifica Expert Leads ‘Nature and History on the Southern Seas’ 
Auckland, New Zealand (November 2008). 
Oceanic Discoverer, New Zealand’s premier expedition-style luxury cruise series, has announced the 2008/2009 summer cruise season list of guest lecturers, led by a distinguished Pacifica expert, a naturalist guide, and a leading conservation advocate. With 5-night (Auckland/Paihia) and 12-night (Auckland/Milford Sound) cruises from 24 December 2008 to 12 March 2009, passengers are taken on a multi-sensory journey, exploring the historical and ecological significance of New Zealand’s rich coast that features glaciers, fiords, rugged mountains, subtropical forests and stunning native wildlife.
Massey University Professor Kerry Howe returns from Oceanic Discoverer’s highly successful 2007/2008 series. A 2007 Montana Book Award winner for Vaka Moana- Voyages of the Ancestors, Professor Howe will use his expertise in Pacific history, prehistory and cultures to guide guests in retracing Captain James Cook’s pre-European navigation of New Zealand. Points of interest include Pickersgill Harbour in Dusky Sound where Captain Cook set up an observatory, and the infamous Cannibal Cove in Queen Charlotte Sound.
Rejoining this season’s cruise schedule is Malcolm Anderson. A leader in sustainable tourism, Malcolm offers an interpretive experience, with stories behind New Zealand’s world-famous natural, cultural and historic heritage sites. Highlights include lectures on the North Island’s Tiri Tiri, one of only two Scientific Reserves in New Zealand, Fiordland, the country’s largest national park, and Milford Sound, the most scenic and dramatic of the fiords, featuring Stirling Falls and the highest sea cliff in the world, Mitre peak.  
The two year old Oceanic Discoverer accommodates just 72 guests in 36 staterooms and has a cruising speed of 14 knots, aided by latest technology active stabilisers. The shallow draft of the 63m small-ship allows it to access isolated places beyond the reach of larger ships. This purpose-built, Eco-Certified expedition cruise ship offers the excursion vessel Xplorer, a fleet of inflatable Zodiacs, a large sundeck and spa pool, reference library, lecture lounge and a dive shop. Gourmet dining is complemented by selected premium Australian and New Zealand wines. 
For more information, visit the website at www.coralprincess.com.au. 
- ENDS –
Editor’s Notes:

· Offering expedition style cruising pioneered by Coral Princess Cruises, Oceanic Discoverer takes guests to sea and landscapes internationally recognized as irreplaceable sources of life and inspiration. Guests will discover active volcanoes, ancient native forests, prehistoric glaciers, snow-covered Alps and remote island sanctuaries that will capture their imagination and hearts. For more information, visit the website at www.coralprincess.com.au.
· The Oceanic Discoverer New Zealand series starts at AUS$2990 for the 5-night Auckland/Bay of Islands cruise, and AUS$7190 for the 12-night Auckland/Milford Sound cruise. All prices include GST.
· Domestic and international marketing and promotions of Oceanic Discoverer’s New Zealand cruise series is managed by Navigate Oceania. For more information or for graphics, contact Karine Thomas on 64 9 307 3633, or email karine@navigateoceania.com.   

· Oceanic Discoverer is a member of Navigate Oceania, a new collection of 28 inspired destinations and unique experiences from New Zealand and Fiji’s finest boutique hotels and luxury lodges, an exclusive private island, villas, spa destinations, a luxury expedition-style cruise, and a private motor yacht. Our members are: New Zealand Cavalli Island Retreat and Spa, Cavalli Islands; Paihia Beach Resort and Spa, Bay of Islands; Bay of Island Lodge, Bay of Islands; Oceanic Discoverer; Mission Hills, Bay of Islands; Paihia Beach Resort & Spa, Bay of Islands; Waipoua Lodge, Waipoua Forest; The Boatshed, Waiheke Island; Stafford Villa, Auckland; Cotter House, Auckland; Seafields, Whitford; Maungatautari Lodge, Cambridge; Hamurana Country Estate, Rotorua; Kawaha Point Lodge, Rotorua; Treetops Lodge & Wilderness Experience, Rotorua; Chalet Eiger, Lake Taupo; The Millar Road Family, Hawke’s Bay; Wharekauhau Country Estate, Martinborough; The Bolton Hotel, Wellington; Ohtel, Wellington; Claremont Country Estate, Canterbury; Huntley House, Christchurch; Elm Tree House, Christchurch; Wapiti Park Homestead, West Coast; Takaro Spa Retreat, Te Anau; Fiji Navutu Stars Resort, Yasawas; Royal Davui Island. For more information on our experiences, visit www.navigateoceania.com.
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