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Edenhouse 

"A True Treasure in a Remarkable Land"

Nelson/Tasman Bay, New Zealand (September 2008). 

Navigate Oceania are proud to announce today that the luxuriously appointed Edenhouse, located at the top of the South Island in the Nelson/Tasman Bay region in the beautiful Orinoco Valley, has become the newest addition to their award winning New Zealand collection. 

Set on 48-acres in an area of outstanding natural beauty, this 2-year old ‘boutique luxury lodge’ designed in the style of an elegant English-style country house, is only 30-minutes away from Abel Tasman National Park – one of New Zealand’s most spectacular natural wonders offering golden beaches, aquamarine waters, and idyllic bush walks, making it a magnet for outdoor enthusiasts.

When Bobbie and Peter Martin first conceived and designed their slice of paradise, it was to be a private home for family and friends, however over time it became clear this would also be the perfect setting to share with like-minded guests and so the hosts opened their home to accommodate a maximum of six people.

Bobbie, a native New Zealander finally returned home in 2002, having lived overseas for thirty-five years during which time she married her Australian born husband Peter, a former financial trader. After graduating from London’s Inchbald School of Design and The English Gardening School, Bobbie established her own design company in Knightsbridge, a textbook experience that inspired the creation of Edenhouse and its gardens.

The land has panoramic views of snowcapped mountains on the horizon with the Orinoco Valley and sweeping mist-shrouded countryside contoured in the foreground. The site of the house dictated the layout of the gardens and lawns in what were once farm paddocks.

Bobbie designed the house herself and started by laying out the floor plan from the front door and moving on to each room. This allowed her the luxury of planning the size and shape of each room. English designers such as David Minaric, Sybil Colefax and John Fowler influence her as well as the London-based New Zealand designer Vere Greeney.

Guests have a choice of staying in two suites in the main house or the beautifully appointed cottage in the garden. One guest was quoted as saying, “Its different staying at Edenhouse from anything else we have experienced in New Zealand.” This is not surprising really when you consider their guests are staying in Bobbie and Peters own private home. “We make it very relaxed from their arrival to their departure – there are no check in or check out times here,” says Peter.

Their furniture and artwork collected over 30 years, includes classic English pieces and eccentric sculptures from New Zealand artists. The rooms are inviting,  comfortable and warm and  each downstairs room opens out onto the enormous garden which surrounds the house and is a focal point of the properties almost 6-acres of grounds.

Garden features include lilac wisteria, original foundation stones from the old 1860s cottage, pots adorned with lilies and hostas, roses such as ‘Constance Spry’ and ‘Gertrude Jekyll’ and crimson ‘Roserie de l’Hay which gives wonderful fragrance in the borders. 

The orchard provides much of the fruit for the kitchen, especially for jams and preserves; nectarines, feijoas, olives, blueberries, almonds, plums, sour morello cherries and ‘Blackboy Peaches.’  Bobbie added, “We also have our own honey and ‘Goozalade Jam’ taken from an old English farmhouse recipe combining gooseberries and grapefruit”.

Guests also enjoy seasonal vegetables out of Bobbie and Peter’s own garden such as sorrel, spinach, curly kale, broad beans and globe artichokes. Heritage vegetables are also sourced from a neighbour’s farm and when in season asparagus is purchased from a roadside stall called “The Flying Pig.”

Nelson is the country's eighth largest wine region and is an area of artists, artisans and very stylish wines. Nelson winemakers excel in grape varieties that respond to cooler growing conditions; Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay, Riesling and Pinot Noir. Some of the better known vineyards include: Kahurangi Estate, Neudorf, Greenhough, and Woollaston Estates.

The region is also a perfect place for outdoor enthusiasts who want to sea kayak, bush walk and explore some of New Zealand’s finest wilderness. There is also excellent trout fishing on the Motueka River that flows quietly through lush pastures edged by overhanging willow trees. The river is an enjoyable size to fish and offers relaxed wading. The fish tend to average around 2 lb. They are most likely to be taken on small dry flies like a Kakahi Queen, which represents New Zealand's most common mayfly.

As one guest at Edenhouse wrote before departing; “I’m not sure I will ever experience a more perfect setting or ambiance. Your grounds and plantings are breathtaking, your hospitality is unequalled.” It’s no wonder that Edenhouse was chosen for NZ House & Garden Magazine and the May 2007 edition of UK House & Garden Magazine supplement called “Hotels by Design” featuring the most stylish hotels in the world,” and became the only New Zealand property included.

Domestic and international marketing and promotions of Edenhouse is managed by Navigate Oceania. For more information or for graphics, contact Karine Thomas on +64 9 307 3633, or email karine@navigateoceania.com.  

-ENDS-
Editors Notes:

· The beautiful Orinoco Valley, in which Edenhouse is located, is 45-minutes by road from Nelson Airport and about two and a half hours drive from the Picton Ferry Terminal, at the top of the South Island in the Nelson/Tasman Bay. A Heliport is located on the property. The Abel Tasman National Park is just a 30 minute drive from Edenhouse and the lodge can arrange day excursions to visit the National Park by boat, helicopter or via car transfer.
· 2008/2009 rates for Edenhouse are NZ$800.00 per room per night and provide: a continental or full cooked breakfast, pre-dinner drinks and canapés, use of all facilities in the house and grounds. NZ$980 per room per night provides: all of the above plus a 3-course evening meal, including fine wine, in the formal dining room or one of the outdoor eating areas.
· Edenhouse is a member of Navigate Oceania, a new collection of 28 inspired destinations and unique experiences from New Zealand and Fiji’s best boutique hotels and luxury lodges, an exclusive private island, villas, spa destinations, a luxury expedition-style cruise, and a private motor yacht. Our members are: New Zealand Cavalli Island Retreat and Spa, Cavalli Islands; Paihia Beach Resort and Spa, Bay of Islands; Bay of Island Lodge, Bay of Islands; Oceanic Discoverer; Mission Hills, Bay of Islands; Waipoua Lodge, Waipoua Forest; Takatu Lodge & Vineyard, Matakana; The Boatshed, Waiheke Island; Stafford Villa, Auckland; Cotter House, Auckland; Seafields, Whitford; Hamurana Country Estate, Rotorua; Kawaha Point Lodge, Rotorua; Treetops Lodge & Wilderness Experience, Rotorua; Chalet Eiger, Lake Taupo; Greenhill the Lodge, Hawke’s Bay; The Millar Road Family, Hawke’s Bay; Wharekauhau Country Estate, Martinborough; The Bolton Hotel, Wellington; Ohtel, Wellington; Edenhouse, Nelson; Claremont Country Estate, Canterbury; Huntley House, Christchurch; Elm Tree House, Christchurch; Wapiti Park Homestead, West Coast; Matakauri, Queenstown; Takaro Spa Retreat, Te Anau; Fiji Navutu Stars Resort; Royal Davui Fiji.
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