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Immediate Release
Announcing ‘Chef-to-you’ and ‘Meet the Locals’ Exclusive Experiences
North Canterbury/Christchurch, New Zealand (November 2008). 
Claremont Country Estate & Nature Reserve announces two new exclusive experiences available to guests this summer – A ‘Chef-to-you’ estate hosted cooking experience and the fully hosted local farmers market visit to ‘Meet the Locals’. These new and exclusive encounters to Claremont are coupled with three existing experiences currently available; the ‘Safari Adventure’, ‘Ultimate Fishing Adventure’ and the ‘Nature Reserve’ Experience. 
‘Chef-to-you’ is the ultimate hands-on cookery experience with Claremont’s resident and locally renowned chef, Merete Pedersen. Merete graduated top of her year at the New Zealand School of Food and Wine, and was a key member of the formidable Hay’s restaurant team in 2007 winning the Premier Award at the Waipara Food and Wine challenge, a highlight of the annual Canterbury Gourmand calendar. As a guest and under the expert guidance of Merete be guided through the preparation of your chosen four-course gourmet meal using the very best of local Canterbury produce. The ‘Chef-to-you’ menu will vary according to seasonal availability and tastes or preferences of the guest. Previously working under the highly regarded New Zealand and restaurateur Celia Hay, also the principal of the New Zealand School of Food and Wine, Merete has previous experience in tutoring and cookery demonstrations whilst in her role as Sous Chef of the multiple award winning Hay’s Restaurant in Christchurch. 
Claremont’s second new experience for the summer is, ‘Meet the Locals’. A complimentary morning excursion to the local farmers market is available for all guests who stay 3 nights or more including a Friday night. After breakfast Claremont’s co-owner Rosie, will transport you to the local farmers market and personally introduce you to the local suppliers and growers of the fresh organic produce, much of which can be sampled. Rosie will then accompany you to the award-winning Pegasus Bay winery, located in nearby Waipara for a complimentary wine tasting and then back to the lodge.
All guests who stay two nights or more are offered a morning’s complimentary guided Land Rover safari tour of the Estate and Private Nature Reserve and the ultimate fishing adventure is a day’s excursion with a local guide.

For more information on the two new experiences visit Claremont Country Estate on www.claremont-estate.com or contact Richard Goord on ++64 3 314 7559 or email relax@claremont-estate.co.nz.
Navigate Oceania manages domestic and international marketing and promotions of Claremont Country Estate. For more information or for graphics, contact Karine Thomas on 64 9 307 3633, or email karine@navigateoceania.com.

- ENDS -
Editors Notes:
· Claremont Country Estate provides luxury lodge accommodation with an unequalled geological experience. Situated on a 2,400 acre working deer and sheep high country station (ranch), the historic property lies on the edge of the Waipara River amongst manicured, mature gardens, with a backdrop of the Southern Alps. The 1866 heritage homestead is on the edge of the Waipara Gorge, 45 minutes from Christchurch airport, and close to the Waipara wineries. The 2400-acre estate farms deer, sheep and cattle, and boasts breathtaking scenery and natural rock sculptures.
· The ‘Chef-to-you’ Cooking Experience includes one night’s luxury accommodation, full breakfast, cooking and preparation of a four course gourmet dinner, an exclusive afternoon/evening session with Lodge Chef, Merete Pedersen including expert guidance and tuition. Please note that this package must be pre-booked and is available exclusively to those guests who stay at Claremont Owners Retreat (max 4-persons) and is available 1st November 2008 to 30th April 2009 and subject to availability (excluding 24th December 2008 to 2nd January 2009). ‘Meet the Locals’ experience guests will need to stay on a Friday night as the Farmers Market is held on a Saturday morning. The Land Rover tour of the estate is available for all guests regardless of whether or not they participate in the ‘Chef-to-you’ or ‘Meet the Locals’ experiences.
· Claremont Country Estate is a member of Navigate Oceania, a new collection of 28 inspired destinations and unique experiences from New Zealand and Fiji’s finest boutique hotels and luxury lodges, an exclusive private island, villas, spa destinations, a luxury expedition-style cruise, and a private motor yacht. Our members are: New Zealand Cavalli Island Retreat and Spa, Cavalli Islands; Paihia Beach Resort and Spa, Bay of Islands; Bay of Island Lodge, Bay of Islands; Oceanic Discoverer; Mission Hills, Bay of Islands; Paihia Beach Resort & Spa, Bay of Islands; Waipoua Lodge, Waipoua Forest; The Boatshed, Waiheke Island; Stafford Villa, Auckland; Cotter House, Auckland; Seafields, Whitford; Maungatautari Lodge, Cambridge; Hamurana Country Estate, Rotorua; Treetops Lodge & Wilderness Experience, Rotorua; Chalet Eiger, Lake Taupo; Greenhill the Lodge, Hawke’s Bay; The Millar Road Family, Hawke’s Bay; Wharekauhau Country Estate, Martinborough; The Bolton Hotel, Wellington; Ohtel, Wellington; Claremont Country Estate, Canterbury; Huntley House, Christchurch; Elm Tree House, Christchurch; Wapiti Park Homestead, West Coast; Takaro Spa Retreat, Te Anau; Fiji Navutu Stars Resort, Yasawas; Royal Davui Island. For more information on our experiences, visit www.navigateoceania.com. 
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